Bacterial antigen processing in macrophages infected with the obligate intracellular bacterium, Mycobacterium avium.
The intracellular pathway followed by Mycobacterium avium antigens was studied by immunofluorescence and immunoelectron microscopy after infection in bone marrow-derived macrophages with live or gamma ray-killed bacteria. Rabbit antiserum raised against whole sonicated bacteria was used to localise antigens. The acidity of the phagosomal compartment was also investigated by immunoelectron microscopy. Preliminary results seem to indicate the phagosomal compartment is less acidified than lysosomes and that M. avium antigens are very slowly processed.